TROUBLED   WATERS

"I have seen your Uncle Haidera and your Cousin 'Abdulla," I sai
"and they have agreed to renew friendship with you, and the Fadhli Suit
has appointed an arbitrator to look into your differences." Ja'bil agre
to this and we then gave them tea and Jacob's biscuits and after sending
messenger ahead, Ja'bil with his two brothers and I left die camp for 1
uncle's dar. When we arrived, Sultan Haidera, supported by 'Abdul
and Ahmed, another son, received the three brothers in prodigal son fashio
The old man, wearing a more beaming smile thaii ever seemed genuine
moved by the reunion, but though Ja'bil returned his embraces he seem<
reserved and lacking enthusiasm. But you would have thought it was
meeting of long lost relations from distant corners of the earth rather tlis
from a hundred yards away. Again we scrambled up dark stairs hand'
hand, and flushed with triumph I brought Ja'bil and his brothers into tl
guest-room, looking rather as if they expected to be knifed any minut
"I have brought you together," I said after we had sat down, "becaui
it is shame that a family should act as you have done and you must be
united family in other affairs. And you ought to work your fielc
again which I hear have been left Uncultivated for years owing to th
trouble."                                                             *               '

Ja'bil jibbed at this and said in not very friendly style that he had sever;
claims against his uncle.

"The claims will have to be solved by the arbitrator," I replied.
"Perhaps," said Ja'bil suspiciously, "the judgment of the arbitrate
will not be carried out*"   As he continued to harp on this (he knew Ara
ways better than I did), I asked both parties if they agreed to "Uncle
being arbitrator and to accept his decision, and they said "Yes."

"You," I said turning to Ja'bil, "must submit yourself to your uncl
not only because he is the head of the family but because he is your rulei
and you must all be good subjects of the Fadhli Sultan."

The Sultan was present at the interview and chose this moment to po
his foot into it more heavily than usual. I was careful in all my doings o
say the Fadhli Sultan had decided this or that, and in announcing tha
"Uncle" would arbitrate, he also said he would appoint Salih bin Nasir,
one-legged relative of his, as a second arbitrator. There was a shout o
dismay at this, so I quickly said that I did not remember his mentiotraj
his name when he decided on Muhammad bin 'Abdulla, but that 1 wa
sure any decision he made would be right and perhaps we might disctss
it afterwards. He agreed and there was a general sigh of relief.
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